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MONTANA NOXIOUS WEEDS AFTER THE FIRE GRANT PROGRAM

Introduction
The Montana Noxious Weed Trust Fund grant program was established by the 1985 Montana Legislature to provide funding for the development and implementation of weed management programs; provide for research and development of innovative weed management techniques, including biological control; and to support educational, cropland and other weed research projects that benefit Montana citizens.  The grant program is designed to assist counties, local communities, researchers, and educators in their efforts to solve a variety of weed problems in Montana. 

Weeds After the Fire program provides cost-share funding from the Montana Noxious Weed Trust Fund Grant program and the USDA Forest Service for local cooperative weed management areas affected by wildfires.  These grant guidelines give specific instructions on how to apply for the funds.  Funding is generally through a government entity (local weed district, conservation district, extension office, or university).  Assistance in writing a grant proposal is provided through your local weed district, extension office or conservation district.  If you need additional assistance or have questions, please contact the Montana Department of Agriculture - Noxious Weed Section at 406-444-5400.

All projects must be in areas associated with a Named 2007 Fire and should focus on:
1. Monitoring and eliminating the spread of existing noxious weed infestations.

2. Monitoring for new invaders from firefighting activities.

APPENDIX A:

Noxious Weed Trust Fund

Weeds After the Fire Grant Program

REQUIRED GRANT FORMAT

AND FORMS
Required Format For Grant Proposals
PLEASE SUBMIT THE COMPLETED APPLICATION IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER:

Number all pages sequentially.
I. Cover Page (Form ATF07-A)

Please do not attach any type of cover page or other material on top of this application form.  Please do not bind the pages.  Staple the grant application in the upper left hand corner only.  Please use white paper only.  

Project Coordinator – The person who will receive all correspondence from the Department of Agriculture, which includes grant contract, revised budget forms, and request for payment forms.  This person will be responsible for submitting the narrative reports along with photo-points of the project area.  The project coordinator will need to keep the project on task.
II. Cooperator/Agency List 

List grant participants and agencies involved in the grant project area.  Make additional copies if you need more room for the cooperators.

III. Budget


Budget Detail Form:  



ATF07-B - Requested Grant Funding and Matching Funds in Actual Dollars

There is only one page for the budget of your project. Do not include any in-kind match.

NOTE:  No grant administration fee for Trust Fund projects.   


Round all figures to the nearest dollar.

1) Describe requested funding and show all matching funds and their sources (e.g. - Montana Department of Transportation, landowners, railroad, etc.) 


2) Financial Narrative: Included on the budget form ATF07-B 


Explain and justify all labor, travel, equipment, materials, educational material, support staff, etc. in the appropriate areas of the budget form ATF07-B. Indicate contract-applied herbicides versus landowner herbicide applications.  Be specific for grant and matching funds.   

NOTE:  Project sponsors must be sure that Montana’s Prevailing Wage Law is followed regarding wages in excess of $25,000 that are paid to project contractors.  Contact your county attorney, or a Prevailing Wage Compliance Officer at the Labor Standard Bureau (800-541-3904 or 406-444-4503) to ensure full compliance.
IV. Herbicide and Seed Application Costs (Form ATF07-C and C1) (Summarize for all cooperators).  


Round all figures to the nearest dollar.

The following must be addressed on Form ATF07-C 

                        1.         herbicide/seed(s) name

2. surfactant(s) name 

3. dye name 

4.
acres to be treated/reseeded
5.
rates per acre

6.
noxious weeds to be treated

7.
type of application (aerial, ground broadcast, or ground spot treatment)

8.
herbicide/seed costs per acre/pound
9.
application costs per acre

10.
total herbicide/seed and application costs per acre

11.       total acres in the project and total acres to be treated/reseeded.

V. Project Area Map

A.
Weeds After the Fire projects require a map that includes the following:


1) Project boundaries in conjunction with county boundaries.


2) Legal description including Section; Township; Range.


3) Landownership – private, state, federal etc.


4) Location of weed infestation and type of noxious weed.

 
5) A legend that describes any mark, color, or symbol used on the map. 

VI. Environmental Assessment (include with original grant application only)
A. Compliance with the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) requires specific
environmental information when using herbicides, grazing, and/or cultural and mechanical control methods in the project. Under administrative rules the Montana Department of Agriculture is authorized to grant emergency exemption to MEPA, allowing a later completion date for environmental information. 
Environmental Assessment Worksheets:  specifically address mitigation (reducing the impact) for all environmental factors outlined in the worksheets at the end of Appendix A.  Include potential impacts from herbicide use, grazing, burning, tillage, revegetation, and other weed management techniques.

Submit environmental information separately to the Montana Department of Agriculture as soon as possible but no later then November 30, 2007.
[The MDA will complete a Departmental Environmental Assessment on each project requiring that it be based on the information provided.]  
Montana Noxious Weed Trust Fund Grant Program

APPLICATION - COVER PAGE - 2007
Good for the Period July 2007 through June 2008
	
	
	


Project Coordinator




E-mail Address
      Phone Number

	
	
	
	
	


Address: Street or Box


    City

     State
Zip Code
County
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Project Sponsor




E-mail Address
      Phone Number

	
	
	
	
	


Address: Street or Box


    City

     State
Zip Code
County

PROJECT INFORMATION (Do not reference project write-up, this section must be completed.)
	Project Title:

	Brief Project Description: 

	

	

	

	

	

	


Current Grant Request:
	R0UND TO THE NEAREST DOLLAR
	2007 Grant Budget

	Total Grant Funds


	$

	Total Matching Funds
	$

	TOTAL PROJECT COST
	$


	
	
	


Signature (use blue ink)                               Title of Authorized Representative                          Date


COOPERATORS/AGENCY LIST 

	Cooperators/Agency
	Cooperators/Agency
	Letters of Support

	EXAMPLE:  John Doe
	
	List supporter names below:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


List all grant participant names and cooperating agencies in your project area.


BUDGET DETAIL/FINANCIAL NARRATIVE  

Form ATF07-B 
GRANT FUNDS and MATCHING FUNDS – 2007  


(NO In-Kind Match)



  (Actual dollar amounts only)




                                                             
	Expense Category
	Grant Funds
	Matching Funds
	Financial Narrative - Be Specific

	Contracted Services
	$

(Grant funds)
	
	

	
	
	$

(Matching) 
	

	Supplies & Materials
	$

(Grant funds)
	
	

	
	
	$

(Matching) 
	

	Equipment
	$

(Grant funds)
	
	

	
	
	$

(Matching)
	

	Other Expenses
	$

(Grant funds)
	
	

	
	
	$

(Matching)
	

	TOTALS 
	$
	$
	TRANSFER TOTALS TO COVER PAGE (FORM ATF07-A)



HERBICIDE AND APPLICATION COST SUMMARY SHEET










Private Application Cost Sheet







	A

Product Name
	B

Rate Per Acre
	C

Application

Type
	D

Weed(s) to be Treated
	E

Product Cost/Acre
	F

Acres

Treated
	G

Total $

Amount
	H

50% Cost Share

	Example

Tordon + 2,4-D
	1 qt each
	2
	7
	$25
	400
	$10,000
	$5,000

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Commercial Application Cost Sheet
	A

Product Name
	B

Rate Per Acre
	C

Application Type
	D

Weed(s) to be Treated
	E

Product Cost/Acre
	F

Application Cost/Acre
	G

Total

E & F
	H

Acres Treated
	I

Total $ Amount
	J

50% Cost Share

	Example

Tordon + 2,4-D
	1 qt each
	2
	7
	$25
	$15
	$40
	400
	$16,000
	$8,000

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Total Acres in Project: 


Total Acres Treated by Private Applicator:

Total Acres Treated by Commercial Applicator:

Total Treated Acres in Project:    

                           


 














Form ATF07-C1 
SEED AND APPLICATION COST SUMMARY SHEET

	A

Seed Mixture 

to be Used
	B

Rate/Acre
	C 

Type of Application

(see code list below)
	D

Seed Cost/Acre
	E

Acres to be Seeded
	F

Total Amount 

(Multiply 

E x F)
	G

50% Cost Share



	(Example) 

Great Northern seed mix
	15 Lbs/Acre
	2
	$40.00/Acre
	75 Acres
	$3,000
	$1,500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Landowner Reseed Application Cost Sheet

	A

Seed Mixture 

to be Used
	B

Rate/

Acre
	C 

Type of Application

(see code list below)
	D

Seed Cost/Acre
	E

Application Cost/Acre
	F

Total

D&E
	G 

Acres to be Seeded
	H

Total Amount (Multiply

F x G)
	I

50% Cost

Share

	(Example) Great Northern
	15 Lbs/Ac
	2
	$40
	$10
	$50
	75
	$3,750
	$1,875

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Commercial Reseed Application Cost Sheet



Total acres in project:  

Total acres targeted for seeding: 















Instructions for Completing 

Herbicide and Application Cost Summary Sheet (Form ATF07-C)
WORD FORM INSTRUCTIONS

Private Application Cost Sheet, the top portion on the Herbicide and Application Cost Summary Sheet is used if private landowners will be applying herbicides themselves.

Column A:  List each product that will be applied to the project area by the landowner.

Column B:  List the rate per acre at which the product will be applied (i.e. 1 pint, 1 quart, etc.) 

Column C:  Using the code numbers (1-4) from the Code List for Application, list the method that will be used to apply the product.

Column D:  Using the code numbers (1-28) from the Code List for Weeds, list the weed(s) in the project area that will be treated.  If a county listed noxious weed is to be controlled, please specify the weed name.

Column E:  List the dollar amount that the product will cost per acre.  

Column F:  List the total number of acres that will be treated in the project area.

Column G: Multiply the number of acres to be treated (Column F) by the cost per acre (Column E).

Column H:  Divide the amount in Column G by 2.

Commercial Application Cost Sheet, the lower portion on the Herbicide and Application Cost Summary Sheet is used if commercial applicators will be applying the herbicides. 

Column A:  List the products that will be applied to the project area by the commercial applicator.

Column B:  List the rate per acre at which the product will be applied (i.e. 1pint, 1 quart, etc.)

Column C:  Using the code numbers (1-4) from the Code List for Application, list the method that will be used to apply the product.

Column D:  Using the code numbers (1-28) from the Code List for Weeds, list the weed(s) in the project area that will be treated.  If a county listed noxious weed is to be controlled, please specify the weed name.

Column E:  List the dollar amount that the product will cost per acre.

Column F:  List the dollar amount that it will cost to apply the product per acre.

Column G:  To calculate the amount per acre cost, add the herbicide cost per acre (Column E) and the application cost per acre (Column F).

Column H:  List the total number of acres that will be treated in the project area. 

Column I:   To calculate the total amount for the project multiply Column G by Column H, this will give you the total cost for the products and application cost.

Column J:   Divide the figure in Column I by 2, this will give you your 50% cost-share. This figure should be listed on Form ATF07-B in the Contracted Services line.



GRANT AGREEMENT
1.
SCOPE OF WORK:  Work to be performed by the Project Sponsor and cooperators under this agreement, including all specific aspects of the project, description of the final product, and revenue and expense projections for the project is described in the Grant Application. Project Sponsor agrees to provide those services identified in this agreement or attached as appendices.  The provisions stated in this agreement expressly supersede any conflicting or additional provisions stated in the Project Sponsor’s Grant Application.  Results of the project will be evaluated using a monitoring system approved by the department 

All herbicides used during the project must be labeled for the noxious weeds and sites on which they are to be applied.  All herbicides will be applied according to label directions.  All application equipment will be calibrated prior to use in the project area.  Project Sponsor will verify, in writing, correct pesticide licensing of all pesticide applicators involved in the project area (name and license number).

Sites where herbicides cannot be used will be targeted for biocontrol releases or other alternate control methods.

2.
PROJECT SPONSOR RESPONSIBILITIES:  The Project Sponsor has the primary responsibility for directing, supervising and coordinating the performance of all project activities carried out under the terms of this agreement.  The Project Sponsor has not been hired by the department to perform any work for or on behalf of the State of Montana.

The Project Sponsor may delegate the pesticide application responsibility in whole or in part, but it must be in writing, and the Project Sponsor will remain responsible for all work performed under such delegation.  Any delegation of pesticide application responsibility by a public agency under this paragraph, shall comply with all applicable contracting requirements including competitive bidding and conflict of interest statutes and rules.  All non public recipients of grants shall also comply, in spirit and intent, with those statutes and rules applicable to public agencies.

The Project Sponsor has the duty and right to control, supervise and monitor the specific methods or specific operative details of the day to day performance of the weed management activities.
3.
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS:  The Project Sponsor shall perform the services and responsibilities required in accordance with all federal, state, and local laws and statutes and all applicable rules, regulations and standards.
4.
COMPENSATION:  In consideration for the above specified services and only those services the department agrees to pay the Project Sponsor the maximum amount as detailed on the final grant agreement.  This funding is contingent upon sufficient available revenue and verification of matching funds.  

The Project Sponsor shall submit requests for payment of expenses on a monthly or quarterly basis.  The department will verify expenditure receipts as applicable, and disburse funds in an amount equal to the documented expenditures.  The department will withhold 10 percent of the total department portion of the project funding to be disbursed only upon receipt of a final report and acceptance and approval of the completed project.

5.
REPORTING, RECORD KEEPING AND AUDITS:  

FINANCIAL
The Project Sponsor will cause proper and adequate books of records and accounting to be kept showing complete and correct entries of all receipts, disbursements and other transactions relating to the project.  The Project Sponsor shall retain all invoices, bills or other acceptable documentation of grant expenditures for eight years after the project is completed and the department has closed the grant agreement.  The department may grant the Project Sponsor permission to destroy these records prior to the eight-year termination.

The Project Sponsor agrees that the department or the Legislative Audit Division or Legislative Fiscal Division may, at any reasonable time, audit all records, reports and other documents, which the Project Sponsor maintains under or in the course of this agreement to ensure compliance with this agreement.  In addition, the department may require, with reasonable cause and notice, the Project Sponsor to submit to an audit by a Certified Public Accountant or other person acceptable to the department, paid for by the Project Sponsor.

The Project Sponsor shall submit a financial status report setting forth the project budgets, disbursements and balances for the department funds, in-kind funding, matching funding and any administrative costs.  Indirect costs will not be paid.  This report shall be submitted each time a request for payment is made.  The Project Sponsor shall immediately notify the department if the in-kind or matching funding specified in the agreement is reduced, eliminated or lost.  Such loss of funding may result in modifications or termination of this agreement.

USDA Forest Service funds are federal funds awarded under a program identified as 10.664 in the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance.  Your county is considered a sub grantee receiving federal funds.  If your county is receiving $500,000 or more in federal funds within its fiscal year, the county must provide the department liaison with a copy of your completed audit of financial statements that complies with OMB circular A-133.  If your county is not receiving $500,000 or more in its fiscal year, the county must certify this to the department by sending a letter on county letterhead signed by the county commissioners.

Pursuant to the sections entitled "Termination," the department may terminate this agreement upon any refusal of the Project Sponsor to allow access to records necessary for the Legislative Auditor or Legislative Fiscal Analyst, to carry out the legislative audit or analysis functions set forth in Title 5, Chapter 12 and 13, MCA, or for the department or its designee to conduct its own audit.  In the event this agreement is terminated for such failures, the Project Sponsor, at the option of the department, shall return to the department all funds previously awarded the Project Sponsor and all results of the project to date.  If the project is audited by another federal or state agency, the audit may meet the conditions of this agreement.

OPERATIONAL
The Project Sponsor shall provide operational summary reports, using the Montana Noxious Weed Trust Fund Grant Narrative Report (form NW-4), setting forth activities completed, special projects implemented, significant problems and a projection of the next period's activities.  A Cooperative Forestry Assistance Report will also be submitted to the department.  Both reports shall be submitted by October 15th and April 15th of each contract year.

A final financial and operational report shall be submitted to the department by the Project Sponsor no later than 30 days after the term date end of this agreement.  This report will summarize all grant activities and expenditures.

6.
LEGAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PARTIES:  In performing the weed management activities described herein and in the attachments, the Project Sponsor is not an agent, employee, or independent contractor of the state.

The agents, employees, cooperators and independent contractors, associated with or hired by the Project Sponsor to perform or assist in performing the weed management activities described herein are not agents, employees, cooperators or independent contractors of the department.

This grant agreement does not create a partnership, joint venture, joint enterprise or joint undertaking of any sort between the Project Sponsor, its agents, employees, cooperators and independent contractors and the state, for the performance of the weed management activities described herein and in the attachments.
7.
INDEMNITY AND LIABILITY: The Project Sponsor shall protect, indemnify, defend and save the Montana Department of Agriculture and the State of Montana and its agents harmless from and against any and all claims, portions of claims, liabilities, demands, causes of actions, judgments, and settlements, including costs and reasonable attorneys fees arising in favor of or asserted by any person or entity; on account of personal injury, death, or damage to real or personal property which is, or alleged to be the result, in whole or in part of any acts or omissions of the Project Sponsor, its employees, agents, or independent contractors, or the cooperating landowners, their employees, agents, or independent contractors, in connection with the weed management activities described in this agreement and attachments; on account of the failure of the Project Sponsor to perform under and comply with Section IV "Scope of  Work" and Section VII "Legal Requirements" of this agreement.

The duty of the Project Sponsor to defend is not contingent upon an admission or jury determination that the Project Sponsor or any cooperating landowner committed any negligent acts or engaged in any willful misconduct.  The Project Sponsor shall pay the reasonable cost and attorneys fees incurred by the State in establishing its right to defense or indemnification provided herein.

8. LIAISON:  The liaison representatives for the respective parties, to whom all communication concerning this agreement shall be directed, are:  Kim Johnson, Grants Coordinator, Montana Department of Agriculture, PO Box 200201, Helena, MT  59620-0201, representing the department, and the identified Project Coordinator, representing the Project Sponsor. A change in the liaison representative for the project sponsor requires written notice to the department within 15 days of the effective date of the change.

DATE AND SIGNATURE:  This agreement shall become effective upon the date of the last signature of all parties indicating acceptance and agreement to the terms and conditions.

I (We) declare that I (We) are legally capable of, and authorized to, enter into this binding agreement for the purpose of obtaining a grant from the Department of Agriculture to be administered according to the terms and conditions of this agreement and other associated documents.

Project Sponsors 

BY:
_________________________
   ______________________
__________

Signature – Project Coordinator
         Typed Name


      Date

BY:
_________________________      ______________________        __________

Signature - County Commissioner        Typed Name          

      Date


or Tribal Representative

BY:
_________________________      ______________________        __________

Signature – Weed Board Chair             Typed Name          

      Date


or Other Authorized Representative

Project sponsor tax identification number ______________________________

Mailing address __________________________________________________                                     

Montana Department of Agriculture

BY:  __________________________________                     _______________

        Ron de Yong, Director
         
   
    
           Date

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

The Montana Department of Agriculture approves this grant agreement in the amount of $__________________ and assigns MDA Grant Number________________.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEETS

Please answer each question on this worksheet.  Use additional pages if needed.

1) GENERAL VEGETATION TYPE:  This section should address impacts on non-target vegetation in the project area.

a. Describe the general type of vegetation that is present in the project area such as forest, grassland, shrub/grassland, pasture, cropland or residential.  Identify non-target vegetation of concern.

b. Herbicide applications, grazing, burning, and mechanical control methods all may impact non-target vegetation.  Please describe how these effects will be mitigated.

DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:


2) SOILS:  This section should address the types of soils and geology in the project area.

Submit a soils map and a description of the major soils and or geology within the project area. The soils map must be readable and include a legend. Show the project boundaries, including legal descriptions.

Some types of soils and geology are susceptible to leaching of herbicide and vulnerable to mowing and grazing, which may lead to erosion.

a. If there are vulnerable soils, list the soils and address the practices that will be used to mitigate impacts.

DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:


3) SURFACE AND GROUND WATER:  This section should address water quality, quantity, and distribution in the project area. 

Submit a map showing the location of wells with depths of 50 feet or less or wells that may be susceptible to leaching. 

a. Describe the size and type of surface water found in the project area such as a pond, marsh, intermittent stream, or continuous stream, and how the surface and ground water resources were determined. Describe the relationship of wells of less than 50 feet or wells that may be susceptible to leaching or herbicide applications.

b. Identify sensitive areas and indicate how impacts will be prevented or mitigated.

DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:


4) AESTHETIC VALUES:  This section should address impacts on aesthetic values in the project area.

a. Aesthetics can be defined as a pleasing appearance or effect as seen or perceived by an individual.    Determine what is aesthetically pleasing about the project and describe what the impacts of herbicide, burning, grazing, mowing, or other weed control practices will have and address how these impacts will be mitigated.
DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:

5) AIR QUALITY:  This section should address the impacts on air quality in the project area.

a. Please describe how the air quality in the project area may be impacted and how these impacts will be mitigated. (For example, if burning or soil tillage operations will be used, describe how you would prevent or lessen the impact of the smoke or dust; for herbicide operations include a similar statement in your description:  “herbicide applications do effect the air quality on a temporary basis” and explain how you will lessen the effects of drift including wind and temperature (volatility of the herbicide).

DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:

6) DEMANDS ON WATER, AIR, & ENERGY:  This section should address demands on water, air and energy in the project area.

a. The proposed project could make increased demands on the environmental resources of water, air, and energy. Please discuss these effects and address how they will be mitigated.

DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:


7) FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT
:  This section should address the potential for effects from weed control actions on fish and wildlife habitat in the project area.

a. Describe how the use of a herbicide, grazing, tillage, or other control actions for noxious weed management will affect the habitat of a fish or wildlife species currently using the project area.  Please include a list of fish and wildlife species in the project.  (The effect of the control action may be negative, positive or neutral.  Species that might be affected include big game species such as elk and antelope, upland game birds such as sage grouse and sharp-tail grouse, and non-game birds such as long-billed curlew, western meadowlark, and sage thrasher.)

DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:


8) THREATENED, ENDANGERED, OR SENSITIVE SPECIES: This section should address effects on species listed under the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) or species listed as sensitive by the Montana Natural Heritage Program (NHP) in the project area.

Submit a letter, a list of Threatened, Endangered or Sensitive species, and a map from the Natural Heritage Program (NHP) that shows the presence of TES species or their absence in relationship to weed control sites.

a. If a Threatened, Endangered or Sensitive (TES) species of plant or animal occurs on or near a project area, will the use of a herbicide, grazing, tillage, or other control action for noxious weed management have an adverse, positive, or neutral effect?  Provide a discussion of mitigating measures that will be used to prevent or reduce the impact of weed control activities to TES species.

b. Describe how project participants will be trained to recognize TES species that occur in or near the project area and understand actions required to avoid adverse effects.

DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:

9) HISTORICAL AND ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES: This section should address impacts on historical and archeological resources in the project area.

A local historical society or the Montana Historical Society should be able to provide information on local features of historical or archeological importance to the area.  Please provide a letter from either of these sources with the information they provided. 

a. Burning and some mechanical weed control methods may cause impacts to historical and archeological sites.  Please indicate how these impacts will be mitigated.

DESCRIPTION:

MITIGATION:


APPENDIX B:

Noxious Weed Trust Fund

Grant Program

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION RESOURCEStc \l1 "ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION SHEET
 Environmental information should be submitted only with the original grant application.  Additional copies of the environmental information are not required.  All potential impacts should have a statement explaining how these impacts will be mitigated.  Mitigation statements must be included on the Environmental Assessment Worksheets.

Assistance in developing this information can be requested through the Noxious Weed Program with the Montana Department of Agriculture (406-444-5400).  Contact any of the resource agencies listed for additional help in completing this information.  Resource staff time may be limited, so start early.

When submitting environmental information, please use the Environmental Assessment Worksheets at the end of Appendix A.  Requirements for Environmental Information from the Noxious Weed Trust Fund Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement [May, 1992] include:


Chemical Weed Control Programs

1.
Vegetation Type: General description of the vegetation in the project area, such as range, grasslands, forestlands; dominant species in the project area.



2.
Soil Type:  General description of the major soils within the project area.

3.
Water Resources: Surface watercourses [include on a map]; ground water       information, including depth to ground water; location of springs, domestic water supplies, existing wells, and wetlands (include on a map); and water use.

4.
Aesthetic Values:  Description of impacts on aesthetic values in the project area.

5.
Air Quality:  Description of impacts on air quality in the project area.

6.
Demands on Water, Air, and Energy:  Describe the increased demands on the environmental resources.

7.   
Fish and Wildlife Habitat: General description of big game use of the project area, including critical habitat such as elk calving areas, big horn sheep range, and winter range; presence of bird species of concern, such as bald eagles, peregrine falcons, or other listed species; and streams with high fisheries values.

8.    
Threatened, Endangered or Sensitive (TES) Species:  Description of effects from weed control actions on TES Species.

9.  
Historical and Archeological Sites: Description of impacts on historical and archeological resources in the project area.

Use of the NRIS website, http://maps2.nris.mt.gov/mapper is recommended.


Non-Chemical Weed Control Programs (sheep/goat grazing, mechanical, and cultural projects)

1.
Vegetation Types:  General description of the vegetation in the project area, such as range, grasslands, forestlands; dominant species in the project area.

2.
Fish and Wildlife Habitat: General description of big game use of the project area, including critical habitat such as elk calving areas, big horn sheep range, and winter range; presence of bird species of concern, such as bald eagles, peregrine falcons, or other listed species; and streams with high fisheries values.
3.
Historical and Archeological Sites: Description of impacts on historical and archeological resources in the project area. (if tilling or burning is proposed)

Education and/or Research Programs 
These programs do not require submission of environmental information. Projects, which propose research activities, must comply with Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) regulations concerning proper experimental procedure.

In all cases, you may contact your local county weed district, local county extension agent, local conservation district, Natural Resource Conservation Service (formerly SCS), and Montana State University for additional help.

1)
GENERAL VEGETATION TYPE:  This section should address impacts on non-target vegetation and terrestrial and aquatic life and habitats.  

Describe the general type of vegetation that is present in the project area (forest, grassland, shrub/grassland, pasture, cropland, residential).  Identify non-target vegetation of concern.  Discuss any mitigating practices to prevent or limit adverse affects to sensitive terrestrial and aquatic life and habitats.   Include any sensitive, threatened, or endangered plant species found in the project area.  Herbicide applications, grazing, burning, and mechanical control methods all may impact non-target vegetation.  Please describe how these effects will be mitigated.

Resources:  

MT Natural Heritage Program

Local County Extension Office

1515 East 6th Ave.



Local Conservation District

P.O. Box 201800



U.S. Forest Service (local office)

Helena, MT 59620-1800


Bureau of Land Management (local office)

Phone:  406-444-3009






Contact:  Allan Cox 


2)
SOILS: This section should address the types of soils and geology in the area and their susceptibility to leaching of herbicide and vulnerability to mowing and grazing, which may lead to erosion. 

Submit a soils map and a description of the major soils and or geology within the project area. The soils map must be readable and include a legend. Show the project boundaries, including legal descriptions, treatment application area and soils vulnerable to pesticide leaching and/or vulnerable to grazing practices. If there are vulnerable soils, address the practices, which will be used to mitigate impacts.

Resources: 


Natural Resources Conservation Service (local office)


County Conservation District (local office)


County Extension Office (local office)

3)
SURFACE AND GROUND WATER: This section should address water quality, quantity, and distribution.  Identify surface and ground water resources and include the location of wells with depths of 50 feet or less or wells that maybe susceptible to leaching on a map submitted with the application.  Describe their relationship to herbicide applications.  Include information on the size and type of surface water found in the project area (pond, marsh, intermittent stream, continuous stream) and how the surface and ground water resources were determined (hydrological map, well log data, etc.).  Identify sensitive areas and indicate how impacts will be prevented or mitigated.  

Resources:  


MT Bureau of Mines and Geology 

DNRC Water Resources Division


Ground Water Information Center 

9th Avenue [PO Box 201601]


Butte, MT   59701 



Helena, MT   59620-1601


Phone:  406-496-4336



Phone:  406-444-6601


MT Dept. of Environmental Quality 

Montana State University


Planning, Prevention, & Assistance Div.

Extension Service


Impacts Assessment Bureau


Leon Johnson Hall


P.O. Box 200901




Bozeman, MT   59717



Helena, MT   59620-0901



Phone:  406-994-3515


Phone:  406-444-5310



4)
AESTHETIC VALUES: Aesthetics can be defined as a pleasing appearance or effect as seen or perceived by an individual.  This makes an assessment of aesthetic values very subjective.  The applicant should determine what is aesthetically pleasing about the project and describe what the impacts of herbicide, burning, grazing, mowing, or other weed control practices will have and address how these impacts will be mitigated.

Resources:  


Natural Resource Conservation Service (local office)


Forest Service (local office)


Bureau of Land Management (local office)

5)
AIR QUALITY:  Please describe how the air quality in the project area may be impacted and how these impacts will be mitigated.  For example: If burning, soil tillage, or herbicide operations will be used, describe how you would prevent or lessen the impact of the smoke, dust, or drift to the adjoining property owners.  Note: herbicide application temporarily reduces air quality.

6)
DEMANDS ON WATER, AIR, & ENERGY:  Weed control methods may use water for mixing or irrigation, may disturb air quality for brief periods of time, and utilize fossil fuels. The proposed project could make increased demands on the environmental resources of water, air, and energy, please discuss these effects and address how they will be mitigated.

7)
FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT:  This section should address the potential for effects from weed control actions on fish and wildlife habitat. Will the use of an herbicide, grazing, tillage, or other control actions for noxious weed management affect the habitat of a fish or wildlife species currently using the project area?  The effect of the control action may be negative, positive or neutral.  Examples of populations that might be affected include big game species (elk, pronghorn), upland game birds (sage grouse, sharp-tail grouse), and non-game birds (any number of species depending on habitat and geographical location, i.e. - long-billed curlew, meadowlark, sage thrasher, Brewers sparrow, longspurs). If the information is available, include a fish and wildlife species list (even a partial list will be useful) for the project area or consider developing a species list during the course of the project.

Resources:


MT Dept. of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

U.S. Forest Service (local office)


1420 East 6th Avenue
Bureau of Land Management (local office)


P.O. Box 200701


Helena, MT 59620-0701


Phone:  406-444-2535

8)
TES - THREATENED, ENDANGERED OR SENSITIVE SPECIES: Effects on species listed under the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) or species listed as sensitive by the Montana Natural Heritage Program (NHP): If a TES species (threatened, endangered or sensitive) occurs on or near a project area, will the use of a herbicide, grazing, tillage, or other control action for noxious weed management have an adverse, positive or neutral effect?

Provide a list of TES species that occur on or near the project area.  Provide a letter from the Natural Heritage Program on the presence or absence of Threatened, Endangered, or Sensitive Species in the project area.  Provide a map that shows the locations of TES species on or near the project area.

Discuss any impact or lack of impact that may occur to these species as a result of noxious weed control actions. Provide a discussion of mitigating measures that will be used to prevent or reduce the impact of weed control activities to TES species.  Describe how project participants will be trained to recognize TES species that occur in or near the project area and understand actions required to avoid adverse effects.

Resources:  


MT Natural Heritage Program

U.S. Forest Service (local office)


1515 East 6th Avenue


Bureau of Land Management (local office)



P.O. Box 201800







Helena, MT 59620-1800






Phone:  406-444-5354






9)
HISTORICAL AND ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES: A local historical society or the Montana Historical Society should be able to provide information on local features of historical or archeological importance to the area.  Please provide a letter from either of these sources with the information they provided.  Burning and some mechanical weed control methods may cause impacts to these sites.  Please indicate how these impacts will be mitigated. 

Resources:  


Montana Historical Society


Local County Museum


1410 8th Ave.


P.O. Box 201202


Helena, MT 59620-1202


Phone:  406-444-2694
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CODE LIST FOR


 APPLICATION TYPE


(use in column D)





1.   Aerial


2.   Ground Broadcast


3.   Spot Treatment


4.   Other: 		
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CODE LIST FOR WEEDS      List all that apply   (use in column D) 


1. Spotted Knapweed		10. St. Johnswort		19. Orange Hawkweed


2. Diffuse Knapweed		11. Sulfur Cinquefoil	20. Tall Buttercup


3. Russian Knapweed		12. Common Tansy		21. Tamarisk (Saltcedar)


4. Canada Thistle			13. Ox-Eye Daisy		22.Perennial Pepperweed	


5. Field Bindweed 			14. Houndstongue		23. Yellow Starthistle


6. Hoary Cress (Whitetop)		15. Dyers Woad		24. Common Crupina


7. Leafy Spurge			16. Purple Loosestrife	25. Rush Skeletonweed


8. Dalmatian Toadflax		17. Tansy Ragwort		26. Yellow Flag Iris


9. Yellow Toadflax 	 		18. Meadow Hawkweed	27. Eurasian Watermilfoil


         28.  Other (specify)  _________________       _________________        _________________





CODE LIST FOR


 APPLICATION TYPE


(use in column C)





1.   Aerial


2.   Ground Broadcast


3.   Spot Treatment


4.   Other: 		
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